PREPARATIONS FOR WAR
Ahmad Shah Padshah in Hindustan and a letter to
Natvzuab Nizamud-Dazula Bahadur Nasir Jang in the
Deccan detailing the affairs of the Carnatic.
When Hazrat-i-Afla heard the events that led to the inevi-
table martyrdom of his father, the imprisonment of Muhammad"
Mahfuz Khan Bahadur and other brothers and relatives at the
hands of the wicked enemy, the march of Abdifl Wahhab Khan
Bahadur towards Haydarabad, the subjugation of Arcot and
Nellore by Hidayat Muhiyyifcl-DIn Khan and his arrival at the
port of Phulcheri with the idea of subduing Natthamagar
and Tanjore, and similar other vain ideas, he soon became alive
to the details of the situation and did not lose the balance of
his mind. He deputed chawkiddrs to blockade the roadsides
and ways of Nattharnagar in such a manner that no news of the
confused state of affairs might reach the residents. The special
army of Hazrat-i-Ala deputed to go with JNTawwab Shah id
had returned with Muhammad Abrar Khan after the happening
of the confusion and the news that had been kept secret
came now to'be talked about publicly by everyone; yet, the resi-
dents of Nattharnagar, seeing the courage and the stability of
mind of Hazrat-i-Ala, were not in the least disturbed or
distressed. The Nawwab, the possessor of ever-increasing
prosperity, had the innate pluck to get ready, in a short time, the
Implements of warfare, which could not possibly be collected
in many years. Then he collected his own army and those of
his followers and divided them in he following manner:
Seven thousand horse and fifteen thousand infantry, old
and new, the choice troops of the Nawwab; two thousand
horse and five thousand from Tinnevelly; three thousand
horse and five thousand infantry from Tanjore; five hundred
In April, he again asked reinforcements from the English whose forces
took the fleet and were joined 6 weeks later by some of his men at
Vriddhachalam and then by the main body of his troops at Valikandapuram
in thePerambalur taluk, Orme—History of Indoslan (183), Vol. I; Book III.
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